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Wednesday, November 1, 2023 
 

To the Indiana Division of Mental Health and Addic�on: 

As the President & CEO of Youth First, I am wri�ng this leter of commitment to demonstrate our agency’s 
support of the Southwestern Behavioral Healthcare (SWBH) 2023 applica�on to become a Cer�fied 
Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC) Demonstra�on Site. 

Through this work, SWBH plans to develop the full menu of CCBHC services in our community. The services 
include comprehensive community-based mental and substance use disorder services; treatment of co-
occurring disorders; advancing the integra�on of behavioral health with physical health care; ensuring 
equitable access to care and reduc�on of healthcare dispari�es; consistently u�lizing evidence-based 
prac�ces; ensuring access to care across the lifespan; providing comprehensive care coordina�on; and 
promo�ng improved access to high-quality care. 

We believe this program is cri�cal to the wellbeing of Southwestern Indiana and surrounding communi�es, 
because this comprehensive, integrated model offers the care our youth and families need. 

Youth First was founded by Dr. William Wooten in 1998 with a mission to strengthen youth and families by 
providing evidence-based programs that promote mental health, prevent substance misuse, and maximize 
student success. Youth First embeds specially trained social workers and evidence-based preven�on 
programs in schools to strengthen rela�onships, readiness, and resiliency in young people and their 
families.  

Youth First is commited to building upon our 25 year partnership with SWBH, including referring students 
and families in need of mental health and/or substance use disorder treatment to the comprehensive care 
provided by the CCBHC. Other aspects of our partnership include data sharing, screening, and case 
collabora�on. 

We appreciate this opportunity to collaborate with SWBH in this service transforma�on, and we highly 
recommend them for receipt of this funding. SWBH is a key member of our con�nuum, and enhancement 
of their services will be an integral part of con�nuing to promote equitable access to high-quality care 
across the region.  

Should you have any ques�ons about this leter or Youth First’s support of SWBH, please reach out to me at 
my contact informa�on below.  

Sincerely, 

 
Parri Black 
President/CEO 
pblack@youthfirs�nc.org or 812-421-8336, ext. 101 
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